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To sign up for the email Legion Beacon or to update your email  
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Date Event Time 

July 20 American Legion 

Family Meeting 

5:30-9:00 PM 

August 9 SAL meeting 7:00—8:00 PM 

August 11  Legion Riders 

meeting 

6:00—8:00PM 

August 15 Board Meeting 6:30-7:00 PM 

August 17 American Legion 

Family Meeting 

5:30-9:00 PM 

   

   

   

   

Every Thursday though Saturday  
The Bar Opens at 6:00 pm  

Don’t forget to renew your 

membership 
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Commander’s Comments 

Fellow Legionnaires, 
 
Independence Day is behind us for another year, and summer is truly upon us.  There are activities galore out there.  It’s time to 

join in.  Come out to Post 202 and let’s get moving.  What is going on you ask and how can I keep in touch.  Do you use Facebook?  

We have two Facebook pages.  One is American Legion Post 202, the other is American Legion: Columbia Mo.  Our Website is not 

in good order right now, but we hope to get that solved shortly.  Also I plan to start sending out a weekly email detailing not only 

what is happening at the Post but also Community items that might be of interest to us.  Please let me know by Monday of each 

week if you have something to add.  I really do not want to send multiple of emails per week as some feel it overloads their inbox.   

As I am sure most of you have seen it is time to renew our membership.  If this seems like a constant progress, it is.  The last dues 

you paid were for 2016, and you are a member in good standing until December 31, 2016.  The letters you are receiving from Na-

tional right now are for 2017.  When you pay those you will be in good standing until January 1, 2018.  The dues for American 

Legion Post 202 are $40.00.  This is the first year the dues are that amount.  A little over a year ago we voted to raise dues from 

$30.00 to $40.00.  We really were forced to raise our dues.  American Legion Department (State) and National take the largest 

part of our dues.  When our dues were at $30.00 we sent $22.50 to the parent organization.  That left us $7.50 per member at the 

local post.  Last January National took a $5.00 raise.  If we would not have raised our dues, we would have been left with $2.50 

per member.  We had 390 members pay dues for 2016.  That is $1950.00 per year or $162.50 per month to support our Post.  Of 

course that is not enough to even pay basic utilities.  So what we did at an open meet membership meeting in 2015 was to raise 

the dues $10.00.  $5.00 of that will go to National and we will keep the other $5.00.  That means we now have $12.50 per mem-

ber from dues.  I will not insult anyone’s intelligence by telling you why this does not even start to support our Post.  That is a 

discussion for another day! 

I have been struggling for over a week on how to write this month’s “Commanders Notes”.  Why, I am so upset with the events of 

the world in general, but the great Unites States of America specifically.  How have we let our great Nation become a Country 

where it is not safe for a Law Enforcement Officer to go to work, or even just walk down the street?  I write these words, and then 

it occurs to me that this didn’t just happen yesterday or even in the last decade.  About 50 years ago many of us were young Sol-

diers, Marines, Sailors, or Airman returning from our time in Vietnam or service in other parts of the World.  We were not met 

with a pat on the back, a hand shake or even a smile.  Rather we were met with distain or even outright hostility.  I will never for-

get walking through the Airport Terminal in Oakland California on Memorial Day weekend in 1970.  Even though it was late on a 

Saturday night, they were waiting for us.  The Protesters of the day, Hippies with chants and Predators looking to exploit our na-

ivety after our long tours away from the totally changed culture.  That was no way for a Country to treat the youth that had been 

told to do a job.  Most of us were not volunteers.  Today that protest and disrespect for our Public Servants has been taken to a 

new and totally unimaginable level.  Our Police Officers are being set up and killed.  We cannot protect them, but we need to al-

ways stay alert.  If we see anything unusual, or hear anything, say something.  Most of all we can show our support and respect 

for our Law Enforcement Officers.  One way Post 202 can show support is in the use of our building.  The Police Officer’s Associa-

tion has rented our building two nights next month for dinners.  We had agreed on a rental of $400.00 for the two nights.  I would 

hope that the membership would agree with me and vote to forgo any rent for this group.   We can talk later if there is anything 

other show of support that we might like to do. 

Lastly there will be an Officers Meeting prior to the Post meeting on Wednesday July 20th.  The Officers meeting will begin at 5:30 

pm and is open to any member. 

Ron McMillan, Commander 
American Legion Post 202, Columbia Missouri 
ronmcmillan47@gmail.com 
573 819-5915 Don’t forget to renew your 

membership 

mailto:ronmcmillan47@gmail.com
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Building Manager Comments 

Building Managers Corner July 2016 
 
Good Day Fellow Legionnaires; 

Well just like last year, the rain is falling in July and of course we have long days with lots of sunshine to go 

with it.  This of course results in really good grass growth.  The mower is “hanging in” but just barely.  It was 

very well used and we have increased the hours a lot.  Hopefully we can get through this season and look 

to sell or trade it for a bit newer model.   

Monday and Tuesday of this week, July 18 and 19,  Larry Moe and Curly will be hard at working sprucing up 

and cleaning the Post.  Come out and give us a hand or suggestions.  We need to get more of the displays 

back up in the Memorial Room.  Help us decide what and where. We will have the new sign up and lit this 

week.  Always could use a hand here.  It will require getting an electrical plug a little closer to the front. 

Rentals continue to be good, but we need help cleaning from the last one and shinning for the next event.  

Come out and lend a hand or as I always say just come give some advice while enjoying the fellowship.  We 

will be starting at around 9:00 am, although Chuck is always here a little earlier!  Normally our work day 

continue until around 3:00 or 4:00, but we do not punch time clocks. 

 
Ron McMillan 
Building Manager and Rental Agent 
Legion Post 202, Columbia, Mo. 
573 819-5915 
ronmcmillan47@gmail.com 

Just a little mole to keep Ron on his toes  
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S.A.L. Comments 

Sons of the American Legion Squadron 202 is back and running.  

We gained two new members during the July 11th meeting! We welcomed Carl Edwards Sr. and American 
Legion Post 202 Commander Ron McMillan.  
 
Why should I join the Sons of the American Legion? The SAL will give you the opportunity to enjoy time with 
you Son or Grandson that may not be eligible to join and support the American Legion. The SAL has a num-
ber of awards the may be earned that are not available outside of the sons. There are many members 
across the country that hold dual membership. If you have any question contact SAL Commander Dietzel at 
Reanact4@gmail.org or 573-424-7974.  
 
The next SAL Squadron 202 meeting will be held at the post on Thursday August 4th at 7:00pm.  

S.A.L. Membership Eligibility Requirements All male descendants, adopted sons and stepsons of members 

of The American Legion, and such male descendants of veterans who died in Service during World I, World 

War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, Lebanon, Grenada, Panama, the Persian Gulf War and the War 

on Terrorism, during the delimiting periods set forth in Article IV, Section 1, of the National Constitution of 

The American Legion, or who died subsequent to their honorable discharge from such service, shall be eligi-

ble for Membership in the Sons of The American Legion. There shall be no forms or class of membership 

except an active membership.  

mailto:Reanact4@gmail.org
tel:573-424-7974
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Chaplin’s Comments 

As I sit here working on the newsletter, I’m just a little over seven weeks out from having both my knees 

replaced. If I told you it was a breeze, I would be lying; but, on the other hand, If I told you it was a horrible 

experience, I would also be lying. As In most things in life, the outcome is affected, if not controlled, by the  

expectations you have prior to the event. In any case, I am doing well with many thanks for the prayers for 

my recovery. 

I made it to church last Sunday. This is significant because I am the Pastor and not being there put a real 

stress on the membership. As expected, they did fine; but, were relieved when I showed up.  

I don’t think I have told many of you about my church. It’s a small, well very small group, that tries to serve 

the transient and underserved members of the community. Because we are small, we don’t have a lot of 

the things you would expect in a more mainstream church (including HVAC) and that’s okay because God 

always provides. We provide a Saturday evening meal and a Sunday morning breakfast to the ones that we 

serve. A few years ago, we turned the auditorium into a food distribution area where on Tuesday afternoon 

we pass out a weeks worth of food to around 250 members of the community.  

By now you should be wondering what the point is. The point is simple, we couldn’t do these things unless 

we relied on God to for help and guidance. As veterans, we learned to rely on those we served with, the 

chain of command, and the larger community, including the dependents left behind. My question is: who 

do you rely on? 

Psalms. 119: 105 -109 reads 

Your word is a lamp for my feet,  

   a light on my path.  
106 I have taken an oath and confirmed it,  

   that I will follow your righteous laws.  
107 I have suffered much;  

   preserve my life, LORD, according to your word.  
108 Accept, LORD, the willing praise of my mouth,  

   and teach me your laws.  
109 Though I constantly take my life in my hands,  

   I will not forget your law.    

This passage reminds us to step back and to take stock of our lives. We all have busy lives with too many 

commitments. In spite of this, and really because of it, we need to ensure that God is a part of our lives. 

I hope to see you soon, 

Ed 

Don’t forget to renew your 

membership 
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Unit 202  Calendar 

July 8-10 

 ALA  Dept of MO  
       Convention 
 
July 14 

 QOV Patriot Piecers 

(10am—4pm) at Post 

July 20 

Legion Monthly  Meeting 

(7pm)    

       Auxiliary does not    
       meet in July due to   
       Convention 
            
August 17 

 Post 202 Officer  
       Installation Dinner 
 
September 21 

 Monthly Meeting 
       (7pm)  Girls State &   
       Boys State  
       Presentations 
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President/Treas. 
Pat Kirkpatrick 

• 

2nd Vice-President 
Thelma Koester 

• 

Secretary/Historian 
Georgina Coder 

• 

Chaplain 
Barbara Wyatt 

• 

Sergeant-At-Arms 
Leanna Guillory 

 

American Legion Auxiliary scholarship would 

be “especially important to me    because 

being a war veteran was blatantly important 

to my dad, and this scholarship would be 

such a special way to remember him.” 

She plans to attend the University of       

Missouri-Columbia in pursuit of a career in 

the health profession.    

You may read Grace’s scholarship application essay  
and  her Thank You letter on  pages  3 and 4 

 

Unit 202 is proud to announce that         

our 2016 Ella Glascock-Minnie Brown  

Memorial Scholarship has been awarded 

to Grace Weddle.  Miss Weddle is the 

daughter of Christine Weddle and the late 

Stephen Weddle.  She is a 2016 graduate 

of Hickman High School.  

Grace was eligible for the scholarship 

through her father, Stephen Weddle, who 

served in the U.S. Army 1971-1972.     In 

her application, she stated that winning the  

 Supplies Donated for Operation Warrior Mom 

In June, the Auxiliary delivered six more 

Operation Warrior Mom gift bags , valued at 

$172 , to the Women Veteran Program at 

Truman VA Medical Center.  The gift bags 

provide baby products  for  our  “new mom” 

veterans.   Thanks for our donations. 

Thank you to member Sherin White who 

donated totes she handmade  to carry the 

baby products.  Cindy Stivers, the Truman 

VA Women Veterans Program Manager, 

was excited to receive the  gift bags .  She 

said the new veteran moms are so appre-

ciative of the gifts , and she knows they will 

love the handmade totes.  The photo to the 

right shows  the contents that were placed 

in each tote.  (Photo of totes on next page.) 
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Unit 202 Participates in Wreath Laying Ceremony 

The annual Memorial Day wreath 

laying ceremony was held at the 

Boone County Courthouse on 

Wednesday evening, May 25 to  

honor local veterans who have died 

and those who are still serving our 

country. 

Unit 202 was among dozens of     

organizations who placed wreaths at 

the courthouse memorials honoring 

veterans of WWI, WWII, Korean 

War, Vietnam War, and open con-

flicts such as the Cold War, South-

east Asia and the Global War on Ter-

rorism. 

Handmade totes from Unit  202 member, Sherin White , for Operation Warrior Mom project 

Officers Elected 

All Unit 202 Officers 

will remain the same 

for the 2016-2017 

year.   At our June 

meeting, they were  

e l e c t e d  b y 

“acclamation” as per 

the Standing Rules. 
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Scholarship Winner Essay 
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Thank You Letter from Scholarship Winner 

 


