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Calendar of Events
Every Thursday though Saturday
The Bar Opens at 6:00 pm

Date

Event

Time

Vice Commander
Ron McMillian
2nd Vice Commander:
Vacant

March 7

SAL meeting

7:00—8:00 PM

March 9

Legion Riders
meeting

6:00—8:00PM

Adjutant
Bret Hendren
(573) 228-5800

March 13

Daylight Savings
Time Begins

March 14

Board Meeting

6:30-7:00 PM

Finance Officer
Lisa Hendren
(573) 864-8286

March 16

Legion Birthday
Carry In Dinner

5:30-9:00 PM

March 27

Easter

April 11

SAL meeting

7:00—8:00 PM

April 13

Legion Riders
meeting

6:00—8:00PM

April 18

Board Meeting

6:30-7:00 PM

April 20

American Legion
Family Meeting

5:30-9:00 PM

Chaplain
Dr. Edwin Hall
(573) 544-6748
Sergeant At Arms
Darrel Goetz
Service Officer
John Witte
(573) 248-3059
Historian
Reid Coffield
(573) 875-8636
Judge Advocate
Ryan Asbridge
(573) 446-9055
Board of Directors
Chairman Alan Wolfe
Vice Chairman Dennis Gayer
Secretary Paul Hobbs
Terry McDonald

Mike Hoeferlin

Don’t forget to renew your
membership

Newsletter by Email
To sign up for the email Legion Beacon or to update your email
address, send your name and email address to
Post202Beacon@gmail.com

Commander’s Comments
This month the American Legion turns 97 years old. We are the second oldest veteran’s service organization in the country. When Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr meet with the first cuscus in Paris, France the idea
was to have a veteran organization that any veteran who served during a time of war could continue to
serve in. There is no rank, we all served equally, equally is how we continue to service. There are so many
programs that the Legion had a hand in starting…
Aug. 9, 1921
The Legion's efforts result in the creation of the U.S. Veterans Bureau, forerunner of the Veterans Administration. Today, the Legion continues to lobby for adequate funding to cover medical, disability, education
and other benefits for veterans.
Dec. 15, 1943
Past National Commander Harry W. Colmery starts to write in longhand, on Mayflower Hotel stationery in
Washington, the first draft of what will later become the "GI Bill of Rights" – considered the Legion's single
greatest legislative achievement.
June 22, 1944
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs into law the original GI Bill, or Servicemen's Readjustment Act, ushering in monumental changes in U.S. society. Higher education becomes democratized after 8 million veterans
go to school on the GI Bill, get better jobs, buy houses in the suburbs and raise families. For every dollar
spent on educating veterans, the U.S. economy eventually gets $7 back.”
Is just a few things that the American Legion has started. Today there are 2.4 million veterans in the Legion
and we continue to grow.
July 21, 1983
The Legion announces its sponsorship of an independent study on the effects of exposure to Agent Orange
on Vietnam War veterans. Congress receives the results of the "American Legion-Columbia University Study
of Vietnam-era Veterans" in 1989.”
Plans are already in the works for our centennial. Each post has been asked to set up a web page from the
National site that details out the history of the post.
This month we will not have a regular meeting, instead we ask that everyone bring a dish to pass and the
post will provide birthday cake.
Have a blessed month.
Tori Duncan
Commander
Don’t forget to renew your
membership
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1st Vice Commander’s Comments
March 12, 2016
Fellow Legionnaires,
What a wild week this has been at Post 202. Without going into the details, some of which are confusing
at best, Commander Duncan has resigned. We were informed of this action by District Commander Pack
around 2:00 pm on March 9th. Per the By-Laws of American Legion Post 202, as 1st Vice Commander of the
Post I have assumed the duties of Commander until the Board of Directors meeting on Monday March
14th. The meeting will confirm, as per the by-laws of our post, my assignment as Commander of Post 202
until the Election of Officers, which will take place at the regular monthly meeting on May 18, 2016. If you
wish to nominate someone for or serve in some capacity please contact myself or Paul Hobbs, the Board of
Directors Secretary.
The Board of Directors meeting will be held in the Post 202 Memorial Room on Monday March 14, 2016.
The meeting will begin at 6:00 pm and is open to all members of Post 202. This meeting will concentrate
on the most pressing items relating to Post 202. If you have comments relating to the change in Commandership at out post or other issues of immediate concern, I hope you will be able to attend this
meeting. If you have comments that you would like heard and cannot attend Monday’s meeting please
send those items to either me or Secretary Hobbs. Of course you may call us as well.
Now some fun stuff. During the month of March each year we celebrate the Birthday of the American Legion. This year the American Legion turns 97 years old and is looking better than ever. As an Organization
we have much to celebrate!
On Wednesday March 16th we will celebrate our Birthday with a dinner at the Post. This dinner will serve
as the monthly membership meeting. We may need to open an official meeting to deal with some housekeeping items, but I promise to keep it as brief as possible.
Please make every attempt to attend this dinner. The Post will provide the meat; the Auxiliary will provide
Salad, Cake, Tea and Coffee. We would invite each of you to bring a dish to share. Happy/Fellowship
Hour will begin at 6:00 with the opening of the Ball Room as well as the Club Room. Dinner will be at 6:30.
I know, that is a short hour, but hey I am an old Army Vet.
Hopefully we will see many of you next Monday and or Wednesday. If you have any questions or need
transportation to either event please call the Post phone or my cell listed below.
Ron McMillan, Acting Commander
American Legion Post 202 Columbia, Mo.
573 442-2950 Post 202
573 819-5915 Ron’s Cell
ronmcmillan47@gmail.com
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Building Manager Comments
Well fellow Legionnaires, Larry, Moe and Curly Construction (LMCC) is back on the job! Over the past month or so
we have a number of projects completed or well under way. Let’s start with things this outstanding group has completed.










The Ball Room Floor: Yep it is looking like new. In fact, last weekend a group of Vietnam Vets from all over
the State that meet here a few time a year thought we had replaced the floor. It was sanded, the tiles that had
been replaced were stained to somewhat match the existing floor, and then three coats of polyurethane were
put on. We had received a quote of $3.00 per square foot for this work. That would be around $3,600.00 for the
job. Our in house group saved us approximately $3,300.00 and I would put the result up against any ones.
Past Commanders Pictures in the Memorial Room: As you may have remembered we had one large and one
smaller frame with pictures of Past Commanders dating to 1919. For the most part most both of these frames
were full. Time to grow. LMCC built a new frame that closely matches the original frame in size, design and layout. Both frames have been hung in the Memorial Room and in my humble opinion look fantastic. The only
thing remaining is a few of our most recent Commanders have been a little camera shy. We need those great
individuals to either provide a 5 x 7 “head shot” photograph or just show up and we will take a picture.
The Back Storage Room: This is really an ongoing project, but great strides have been made. Our dumpster
has been filled at least twice with junk. Habitat for Humanity received two large truck loads of items that were
no longer needed and just taking up large amounts of space. Paul took a bunch of steel for recycling and received a whopping $13.50! Every little bit helps, right?
The Back Storage Room Part II: After cleaning the area, we realized we had some left over materials and no
place to ”work”. Well LMCC couldn’t let that opportunity pass. So now under construction in the Northeast corner of the Building there is a work bench along with tool and supply storage under construction. This should allow us to be a little more efficient in our efforts. We have some huge plans which will be shared in the very near
future to help out our members.
Ground water project. This may be the most ongoing issue of them all. We sure hope not to have a repeat of
last year’s dance floor buckling. The first thing we have done is put extensions on the west side down spouts to
get much of the rain water away from the building. On that northwest side of the building there has been quite
a buildup of dirt that now prevents water from getting away from the building. I really feel this is what caused
much of our issues last year. We will be reshaping that area shortly and landscaping to prevent more problems.

We still have much to do including sorting of displays for the Memorial Room and, of course, general maintenance of
the Post Home. Please consider pitching in. We can use ideas, instruction, or of course labor. Currently our volunteers in this group are age 59 and up, mostly way up, we need you. Come join us. Call or email us and we will put
you on our volunteer list for notifications.
The Post also needs Bartenders in a big way to get the Club Room open more hours. Every hour you volunteer is a
huge benefit to your Post. If you would consider Bartending, let me, Brett or Lisa Hendren know. We can let know
you what you have to do to get started.
Ron McMillan, Building Manager
American Legion Post 202, Columbia Mo
ronmcmillan47@gmail.com
∙ Post 202 Phone — 573 442-2950 ∙ Ron’s Cell — 573 819-5915
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Post 202 History
POST 202 HISTORY – ARTICLE 3 – History repeating itself - by Paul Hobbs, Past Commander
Quoted material is from A Brief History of The American Legion Post 202 by Buell B. Cramer
“Post commander J. A. Douglas entered upon his duties with much enthusiasm in January of 1921. The matter of assisting disabled Boone County veterans became a major concern of the Post Commander and his staff. An effort was made during his administration to have a Veteran’s Hospital established in Columbia. The City of Columbia agreed to furnish the land for the construction of the building. ….. Columbia was unable to interest the Federal Government in establishing a Veteran’s Hospital. Excelsior
Springs apparently was considered a more desirable location at the time.”
“The membership of the Post wanted the “slacker”, and “draft dodger” matter brought out in the open. The following statement
appeared in the Columbian Evening Missourian, April 12, 1921.”
“Slackers in Boone County may soon find their names on file at the headquarters of the Herbert Williams Post of the
American Legion if the action by the Post last night produces results. By unanimous vote the members of the Legion
instructed Commander J. A. Douglas to write to the Adjutant General requesting a list of the Boone County slackers to be
sent immediately. Mr. Douglas mailed the request today.”
“There is no available information indicating that such a record was ever received.“
During his term Commander Douglas was instrumental in conducting a survey of disabled servicemen in Boone County, and with
cooperation of the State Commander it was determined that there were 52,000 World War I veterans seriously in need of care in
all of the counties in Missouri. It is likely that there were also a number of Civil War veterans still in need of care as well.
“Dr. C. M. Sneed was installed Post Commander January 8, 1922. Miss Alice Corbin, a World War I Nurse, was made ViceCommander. Post Commander Sneed was perplexed by the problem that has bothered all Post Commanders to this day; the
matter of getting eligible members to pay their dues and to participate in the activities of the Post.” [bold type added for emphasis as this still applies]
On the national level during these early years of the American Legion, there were still Civil War Veterans involved in veteran activities. “The Civil War veterans had exercised leadership in all Memorial Day programs throughout the country for more than on
half century. The War Mothers [an organization founded in 1917] were assisting these aging patriots in administering this cherished duty to the gallant dead. The American Legion cooperated until they were called upon to assume this patriotic responsibility.”
“By 1923 Herbert Williams Post had overcome many of the growing pains that are inherent in every new movement. A great
change was in progress throughout the nation. Many of the servicemen were discharged from the armed forces to a society that
was quite different from the one they had left. Many were unable to fit into the new area. Others suffered physical and mental
handicaps. Many became drifters. The servicemen’s’ discharge papers served as a passport from one Legion Post to another.
Post Commander Dr. N. E. Wade established a committee to deal with the problem of unadjusted ex-servicemen or “drifters”.
The Committee was composed of the Post Commander, Post Adjutant, and Post Service officer. To this group each unadjusted
man who could provide proof would receive both counsel and the necessary assistance.”

The situation described here existed 93 years ago. “Drifters”, “unadjusted ex-servicemen”, “unable to fit
into…”, “disabled”, “seriously in need of care”, “physical and mental handicaps.” These words still apply to
today’s veterans and the suicide rate of veterans is incomprehensible. Are we as a nation, a Legion and a
Post doing enough?
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POST 202 ELECTION NOTICE
The annual nomination of Officers and Board of Directors shall be held in April and the election shall be held
at the regular meeting in May.
Nominations of Post Officers and members of the board of Directors shall be announced at the regular Post
meeting one month prior to the election meeting.
Nominations may be made from the floor at the Election meeting. The Commander shall first call for any
nominations from the floor two (2) times before voting on the Officers.

Current slate of officer candidates for May election. Those who have stated to election committee members, Paul Hobbs or Dennis Gayer, that they want to run for office or will continue are as follows:
Commander – Ron McMillan
1st Vice Commander –Darrel Goetz
2nd Vice Commander –Debra Gayer
Adjutant – Brett Hendren – Will continue
Sgt. At Arms – Dave Bentley, John Henderson
Finance Officer – Lisa Hendren – Will continue
Chaplain – Edwin Hall – Will continue
Judge Advocate – Ryan Asbridge (awaiting final confirmation)
Service Officer – Ron Brown
Historian – Melvin Bradley
Current slate for Board members. (Per By Laws Article IV Section 2, New Commander shall convene a Board
meeting for vote on Chair and Vice Chair 10 days after Officer Installation in August.)
Current Chairman -Alan Wolfe
Current Vice Chairman -Dennis Gayer
Current Secretary- Paul Hobbs
Member-Terry McDonald
Member-Mike Hoeferlin – May be moving out of state
Harold Brake
To avoid any confusion the voting will be paper ballot for all positions.

Don’t forget to renew your
membership
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Chaplin’s Comments
After all the hype about the El Nino and the amount of snow we would get out of it, this winter has proven
itself to be almost a non-event (yes, there were some cold days, but not that many). The good thing is that
spring will be hear soon. When I got home last night, I noticed that the first bunch of daffodils had bloomed
at the front of the house along with a couple of crocus. It was a sight for sore eyes, the yellow and purple in
stark contrast to the otherwise bare ground.
Spring is usually considered a time of renewal and rejuvenation. A time for new growth and perhaps a time
of reflection. Hopefully after reflection comes a rededication to the things that matter.
All of us, especially me, have things in our lives to work on, things that we need to rededicate to. Romans
12:2 reminds us to “… not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind.” The renewing of your mind is remembering what’s important and why it’s important. The transformation is our rededication of ourselves to these items.
So, as the weather warms up and the grass turns green, take time to remember and renew. As always, if you
need someone to talk to I’m available to you day or night.

The Battle Cross Lectern
The lectern has been repaired and returned to the Post. Please be careful when moving it.

Don’t forget to renew your
membership
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March/April 2016
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• A ux i li a r y

American Legion Auxiliary • Unit 202
3669 S Legion Lane, Columbia, Missouri 65201 • alaunit202@gmail.com

Unit 202 Calendar

Unit 202 Selects Girls State Delegates

March 10

In February, Auxiliary members inter-

David H. Hickman High School students

viewed Girls State nominees from the

Bailey

March 16

Junior classes of Columbia high schools.

Elisabeth Padgett



Monthly Meeting
(7pm)

All of the nominees were well-qualified for

Rock Bridge High School students Sarah

Tracking Forms are
due at Auxiliary
meeting.

choose just eight delegates. Our 2016





QOV Patriot Piecers
(10am—4pm) at Post

the program, making it a challenge to
delegates are as follows:

Hawkins,

Taryn

Johnson,

and

Bai, Maryam Bledsoe, Katherine Sarafiano,
and Becca wells.
Muriel Williams Battle High School student
Katie Hostetler.

April 1


Deadline for Glascock
-Brown Scholarship
applications

April 20


Monthly Meeting
(7pm)

Thank You to Soup Makers & Cake Bakers
If you missed our February meeting, you missed out on a delicious supper of homemade
soups with cakes for dessert provided by our Auxiliary ladies. We enjoyed the culinary creations of a “just-like-mom’s” chicken with rice soup, a creamy clam chowder that would rival
any New Englander cook, an “mmm-mmm-good” vegetable beef soup,
and a “buono” Italian sausage with bean soup. A variety to please every

Unit 202 Officers
President/Treas.
Pat Kirkpatrick
•
2nd Vice-President
Thelma Koester
•
Secretary/Historian
Georgina Coder
•
Chaplain
Barbara Wyatt
•
Sergeant-At-Arms
Leanna Guillory

palate!

Tracking Forms Due at March 16 Meeting
Please fill in your Tracking Forms with your volunteer hours and donations for the period of
April 1, 2015 to March 31, 2016. The form is available to print on pages 3 and 4 of this
Auxiliary newsletter issue.
It is very important that all members turn in this record so that our Unit can submit a
cumulative report of our “Service to Veterans” in April. If you are unable to attend our March
16 meeting, please email a copy of your completed form to Cheryl Wolfe at
alaunit202@gmail.com

T he Beac o n • A uxi l i a r y

Page 2

Scholarship Applications Due April 1
Applications are now being accepted for the Ella Glascock-Minnie Brown $800 Memorial
Scholarship. Applicants must be a Columbia, Missouri high school senior who is a direct
descendant of a U. S. military veteran or service member.
This scholarship is offered through the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 202 and may be used
at an accredited school, apprenticeship, or trade program. The scholarship is awarded on
the basis of character, leadership, essay, application, scholarship, and financial need of the
applicant. Click here on Application/Rules for complete details and an application form, or
see your high school guidance counselor, or contact Cheryl Wolfe at 573-268-8353 or email
at alaunit202@gmail.com

February Meeting Business Items


Voted to support the Quilts of Valor “Patriot Piecers” by providing payment of their
annual membership dues. (Note the announcement at the left where a Quilts of Valor display
will be featured at a Quilt Show.)



Discussed possible increase in our current annual Unit membership dues of $20 in view
of the announcement that dues to the Department will be $20 per senior member
starting with 2017 membership—leaving no membership funds for use by the Unit.



Announced fundraisers for Unit: (1) Missouri Sport Shooting Assoc. meeting/award
dinner—April; (2) RADA Cutlery sales, on-going; (3) Poppy Distribution—May

1st Annual
Heart of Missouri
Quilters & VFW
Quilt Show
Sat, April 30, 10am-5pm
Sun, May 1, 10am-4pm
at VFW Post 280
1509 Ashley Rd
Columbia, MO

Cost $5

Make a Difference: Join the World’s Largest
Women’s Patriotic Service Organization
For nearly a century, the American Legion Auxiliary has been serving, helping, and meeting
the needs of our nation’s veterans, military, and their families—both here and abroad.
(from ALA national website)

Already a member but forgot to pay your $20 membership renewal for 2016? Please mail your
dues to our Membership Chairman as soon as possible, or renew at our next meeting on
March 16 at 7:00 pm. (2016 dues became overdue as of 12/31/15)
Would you like to join our Auxiliary Unit? Please contact our Membership Chairman or come to

Vendor Arena
Quilt Raffle
Quilt of Valor display
“Quilters’ Corner”

our March 16 meeting.
Pat Kirkpatrick
ALA Unit 202 Membership Chairman
700 N Denninghoff RD
Columbia, MO 65203
Phone: 573-268-2988

e-mail: pak012@centurylink.net

Your
membership
is important
to us !

Hours I volunteered:

Dollars I spent: $

Hours I volunteered:

Number of Veterans in the Classroom

MY SERVICE FOR VETERANS

manual tracking.

NOTE: Use this form for

Use this form to track your monthly service for veterans, military and their families.
When totaled, transfer this information to the Member Year-End Impact Numbers Report for submission to your unit.

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY TRACKING FORM – MEMBER

Dollars spent doing community projects not already included above: $

projects not already included
above:

Hours in community service for any

Number of volunteer hours served
on patriotism program for youth:

just military children:
Dollars raised to benefit all children: $
Dollars given in direct aid to children:

MY SERVICE TO OUR CHILDREN & YOUTH

